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care taken for preserving the liberties of that national church. The pope
was wonderfully pleased with his wise and zealous proposals, and so
satisfied of his virtue and prudence, that he readily made the regulations
which the saint desired, and appointed him legate of the holy see in the
kingdom of Ireland. As soon as the saint was returned home, he began
vigorously to execute his legatine power by reforming the manners of the
clergy and making wholesome regulations. He found the whole country
afflicted with a terrible famine, which continued to rage for three years.
The saint laid himself under an obligation of feeding every day fifty strangers
and three hundred poor persons of his own diocese, besides many others
whom he furnished with clothes, victuals, and the other necessaries of life.
Several mothers who were reduced so low as not to be able to keep their
own children, laid them at the bishop's door or in other places where he
would see them, and the saint took care of them all: sometimes he provided
for three hundred of them together.

Henry II, King of England, was offended at Roderic, the Irish monarch,
and our saint undertook another journey into England to negotiate a re-
conciliation between them. Henry would not hear of a peace, and immedi-
ately after the saint's arrival set out for Normandy. Laurence retired to
the monastery of Abingdon, and after staying there three weeks, followed
him into France. Henry, who had always repulsed him, was at length so
much moved by his piety, prudence, and charity, that he granted him
everything he asked, and left the whole negotiation to his discretion. It
was only to obtain this, that charity had made the saint desire to remain
longer upon earth. Having discharged his commission he was obliged, by
a fever which seized him upon the road, to stop his journey. He took up
his quarters in the monastery of regular canons at Eu, upon the confines
of Normandy, an abbey depending upon that of St Victor's in Paris.
Going into this house he recited that verse of the psalmist, " This is my
resting place for ever: in this place will I dwell, because I have chosen it."
He made his confession to the abbot, and received the viaticum and extreme
unction from his hands. To one who put him in mind to make a will,
he answered with a smile, " Of what do you speak? I thank God I have
not a penny left in the world to dispose of." Indeed, whatever he possessed
always became immediately the treasure of the poor. The saint died
happily on the I4th of November, in 1180, and was buried in the church
of the abbey. Theobald, Archbishop of Rouen, and three other com-
missioners, by order of Pope Honorius III, took juridical informations of
several miracles wrought at the tomb, through the intercession of the
servant of God, and sent an authentic relation to Rome; and Honorius
published the bull of his canonization in 1226, in which he mentions
that seven dead persons had been raised by him to life. This archbishop,
in 1227, caused his body to be taken up and enshrined, forty-two years